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2020 / 2021

• £150+ million grants directly awarded to Shropshire Businesses

• Economic Recovery, transformation and resilience framework for 

Shropshire

• Producing a ‘reopening your business in Shropshire toolkit’ and 

ongoing direct support to county’s businesses

• Supporting town centres – social distancing measures, TROs, temporary 

pavement licences, free car parking, support to Shop Local campaigns

• Begin delivery of a £3.2m Economic Recovery Programme



Economic Task Force for Shropshire

To inform a new economic growth plan and strategy refresh for Shropshire, focusing on 

employment and skills, town centre recovery and sector focus



immediate restart

short term revitalise

long term growth



Replacing the 2017-21 
Economic Strategy 

• Revisit the original vision 

“the best place to do business and invest, 
renowned for pool of local talent and 
expertise.  Strive to maximise economic 
potential and increase productivity.”

• Current Regional Structures

• Strategic relationships

• Midlands Engine / Connects

• West Mids’ CA 

• Adjoining Councils

• LEP – changing agenda

• Levelling up & Union Connectivity

• River Severn Partnership

• Local Plan – Reg 19 set for 30,000 by 2038

• System Leadership

• Economic & Social Taskforces

• Shropshire Business Board

• LEP

• Voluntary & Community Sector 
Assembly

• Sector Leaders

Drivers of change ?

1. New Paradigm

• Acceleration in digital

• Connectivity: Superfast 95% today - 5G 68% by 2025

• Centre Digital Skills UCS – Clusters, Co-working

• Pendulum swung. Less city focussed, quality of life

• Workspace / offices – Riverside, Mile End, Rural Business Parks

• Corridors of growth – still relevant 

• Strong housing market – building on the work life offer

• 21st nationally NHB – close to 2,000 units per year versus 1260

• Q1&2 2020 – Shrewsbury biggest % increase in commercial enquiries

• Retail – ownership not spectators, Shropshire outperforming others

2. Green & Digital Recovery

Climate Emergency – 5th largest renewables in UK – 40MW

RSP – plan for £10bn GVA 

Clusters – national Env Science & hydrology, digital and data

3. Brexit Impacts – esp. exporters, Agri sector

4. Mega Trends – demographics,  public debt, enabling technology, resource 
stress, rise of the individual, economic connectivity, climate change, shifting 
economic power
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